Dear Scientific Programme Committee of the 2024 World One Health Congress,

On behalf of the Women for One Health network and other groups that voice their concern, we are writing
to publicly recognize the substantial gender imbalance and lack of diversity in speakers and moderators
at the WOHC 2022 in Singapore and respectfully request you address these concerns. The lack of equitable
representation of women and other groups observed in Singapore (Figure 1) contradict fundamental One
Health principles and their commitment to the 2030 UN sustainable development goals (SDG 5), and are
not in line with international codes of conduct and standards for research meetings and events (see Annex
1).
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Figure 1: Gender (was assumed on available first name of participants) representation during the World
One Health Congress 2022 in Singapore.

This issue was first brought up to the Executive Organization Board more than four years ago after the 5th
WOHC in Saskatchewan (see Annex 2). We strongly believe that it is essential to ensure parity across
gender and other historically marginalized groups in order to create a more equitable and inclusive
scientific and One Health community. The foundational principles of the recently released OHHLEP
definition of One Health explicitly mention issues of equity, equal rights and opportunities, and inclusion
of marginalized voices. By actively seeking out and promoting the participation of underrepresented
groups, we can ensure that the upcoming and future World One Health Congresses truly represent the
diversity of voices and perspectives that are necessary to solve the complex global One Health challenges
that we face. We would welcome a public commitment to improving diversity and representation from
the organizing committee and urge you to take immediate action to ensure and support the
representation of the full diversity of the One Health community at the next World One Health Congress.
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As Women for One Health network, we are promoting the importance of diversity and equity. We offer
our support and assistance to organize a World One Health Congress that sincerely represents the
diversity of the One Health community, and we would be pleased to share with you a working list of our
network. We offer to collaborate with the Scientific Programme Committee to better understand why any
interim efforts aimed at redressing this imbalance since that time have not been as effective as one might
anticipate. We hope you share our view that a failure to explicitly address this issue in advance of the next
meeting, would be unacceptable for such a prestigious conference which aspires to be world-leading in
the field of One Health. Please don’t hesitate to contact us if we can be of any assistance towards achieving
the goals of gender and ethnic parity.

Thank you for considering this important issue, and we look forward to seeing, engaging and learning from
a more diverse and inclusive World One Health Congress in Cape Town in 2024.

Sincerely,

The undersigned

Annexes

Annex 1 — Nature Conferences Code of Conduct Policy (December 11, 2019)

Annex 2 — Letter to the members of the Organizing Executive Board of the 2018 International One Health
Congress (September 4, 2018)
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Signatories in alphabetical order

Name Affiliation Country

Robyn Alders Development Policy Centre, Australian National Australia
University

Kristina Almazidou One Health Alliance

Lida Anestidou Independent Consultant and Founder, Communities USA and
in Science Greece

Mikaela Arteaga Arancibia Deutsche Gesellschaft fir Internationle Bolivia
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Heidi Auerswald Institut Pasteur du Cambodge Cambodia

Brigitte Bagnol Independent consultant

Wayra Citlali Paz Ballesteros Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Bolivia
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

David Brennan Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Germany
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Natalia Cediel Becerra La Salle University; Colombia
One Health High Level Expert Panel (OHHLEP)

Casey Barton Behravesh USA
Constanze Boenig Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Germany
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Katerin Ifigenia Brieger Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationle Bolivia

Valencia Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Elena Boriani EB Consult Denmark

Alice Brandt Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Guatemala
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Salome Bukachi Institute of Anthropology, Gender and African Kenya
Studies, University of Nairobi

Clara Viviana Rua Bustamante Colombian Corporation for Agricultural Research - Colombia
AGROSAVIA

Héléne Carabin Faculty of veterinary medicine and school of public ~ Canada
health, Université de Montréal

Patricia Lorena Miranda Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Bolivia

Camacho Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Sayra Chanquin Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Guatemala
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Monal Daptardar Veterinary Public Health Professional India

Sharon L. Deem Saint Louis Zoo Institute for Conservation Medicine  USA

Maria Grazia Dente National Center for Global Health, Italian National Italy
Institute of Health

Paula Dominguez-Salas Food and Markets Department, Natural Resources UK
Institute, University of Greenwich

Easrat Jahan Esha Chattogram Veterinary and Animal Sciences Bangladesh
University

Micol Fascendini Independent Consultant Laos

Nils Gade Deutsche Gesellschaft fur internationale Germany

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH
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Name Affiliation Country

Julie Garnier Odyssey Conservation Trust UK

Francette Geraghty-Dusan Indo-Pacific Centre for Health Security Australia

Ana Crespo Gerling Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationle Bolivia
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Delia Grace Natural Resources Institute; UK;
International Livestock Research Institute Kenya

Barbara Hasler Department of Pathobiology and Population UK
Sciences, Royal Veterinary College

Anna Heitmann Bernhard Nocht Institute for Tropical Medicine, Germany
Department of Entomology and Arbovirology

Lara Hollmann Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Germany
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Laura H. Kahn One Health Initiative USA

Margaret L. Khaits Department of Pathobiology and Population
Medicine, College of Veterinary Medicine

Lea Knopf Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Germany
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Anja Leetz Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Germany
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Rebecca Maudling Independent Consultant UK

Cat McGillycuddy United Kingdom's Health Security Agency (UKHSA) United

Kingdom

Kirstin Meier Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Germany
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Arshnee Moodley University of Copenhagen; Denmark;
International Livestock Research Institute Kenya

Liz Mumford University of Surrey UK

Caroline Mwihaki Department of Social Anthropology, University of St  Scotland UK
Andrews

Maria Nettekoven Deutsche Gesellschaft fur internationale Germany
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Ada Chinonso Nwosu Federal university of Agriculture Makurdi Nigeria

Veronica Ormea Veterinary Department, Faculty of Health Sciences,  Peru
Universidad Peruana de Ciencias Aplicadas (UPC),
Mabel Ortiz De Leo One Health Action Mexico
Halimatou k. Ali Ousseini Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Cameroon
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH
Alison Peel School of Environment and Science, Griffith Australia
University

Daniel Esteban Cérdova Rivero | Deutsche Gesselschaft fiir Internationale Bolivia
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Claudia Robbiati National Center for Global Health, Italian National Italy
Institute of Health

Tim Ruckteschler Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Germany
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Stephanie Salyer USA
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Name Affiliation Country

Sara Savic Serbia

Angela Schug Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Germany
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Eliza Smith Kyeema Foundation

Caroline Solle de Hilari Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Bolivia
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Cheryl Stroud One Health Commission USA

Lian F Thomas- University of Liverpool; UK;
International Livestock Research Institute Kenya

Alexandra M. Arancibia Toro Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationle Bolivia
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Neil Vezeau One Health Alliance

Lisa von Stebut Deutsche Gesellschaft fur internationale Germany
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Lilian W. Waiboci Department of Biochemistry, University of Nairobi Kenya

Nicola Watt Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Germany
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Kim Laura Weiszhar Center for Global Health at the Technical University ~ Germany
of Munich

Andrea S Winkler Center for Global Health at the Technical University = Germany
of Munich

Anke Wiethoelter Melbourne Veterinary School, The University of Australia
Melbourne

Katie Woolaston School of Law, Queensland University of Technology Australia
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